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History




The First Step in the Journey
1 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah, the LORD moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation throughout his realm and to put it in writing: 
2 "This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: 
" 'The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. 3 Anyone of his people among you--may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem in Judah and build the temple of the LORD, the God of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem. 4 And the people of any place where survivors may now be living are to provide him with silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and with freewill offerings for the temple of God in Jerusalem.' " 
5 Then the family heads of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and Levites--everyone whose heart God had moved--prepared to go up and build the house of the LORD in Jerusalem.
Ezra 1:1-5 (NIV)

The first step in returning to God is 




 to God’s work.

God is at work in your life
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 
Romans 8:28 (NIV)

From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. 27 God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us.
Acts 17:26-27 (NIV)

We must respond to that work

…everyone whose heart God had moved--prepared to go up and build the house of the LORD in Jerusalem.

Ezra 1:5

“He is no fool who gives up what he can not keep to gain what he can not lose.”
--Jim Elliott
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Part 1: Beginning the Journey (Ezra 1-2)
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Unified Kingdom (1050 BC – 931 BC)


	Saul (1050 – 1010)


	David (1010 - 970)


	Solomon (970 – 931)








Divided Kingdom


Southern Kingdom (Judah)	Northern Kingdom (Israel)


	Rehoboam first king in 931 BC	Jeroboam first king in 931 BC


	Tribes of Judah and Benjamin 	Other tribes


	Jerusalem the capital	Calf altars set up


	Location of the temple	Assyrian conquest in 722 BC


	Conquered by Babylonians


	First exile in 605 BC (Daniel)


	Temple destroyed in 586 BC








Exile in Babylon 605 BC – 539 BC


For thus says the LORD, 'When seventy years have been completed for Babylon, I will visit you and fulfill My good word to you, to bring you back to this place.									Jeremiah 29:10








