
Acts 1:1-3
Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version NIV Copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society.  

Used by permission.  All rights reserved worldwide.
1:1  In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach

1

The assumption of spirituality is that always God is doing something before I know it.  So the task is not to get God to do something I think needs to be done, but to become aware of what God is doing so that I can respond to it and participate and take delight in it.  The Contemplative Pastor by Eugene Peterson   p4

2 until the day He was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles He had chosen. 3 After His suffering, He showed Himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that He was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 

The Kingdom of God
The Kingdom of God refers to the realm that is subject to God. 

The goal of the Kingdom of God is to save people and deliver them from the kingdom of darkness.  

The Kingdom of God advances solely as a work of God.

Men may sow the seed by preaching the kingdom (Matt. 10:7; Luke 10:9, Acts 8:12, 28:23, 31); they can persuade men concerning the kingdom (Acts 19:8), but they cannot build it.  It is God’s deed.  Men can receive the kingdom (Mark 10:15; Luke 18:17), but they are never said to establish it.   Men can reject the kingdom and refuse to receive it or enter it (Matt. 23:13)), but they cannot destroy it.  They can look for it (Luke 23:51), pray for its coming (Matt. 6:10), and seek it (Matt. 6:33), but they cannot bring it.  The kingdom is altogether God’s deed although it works in and through men.  Men may do things for the sake of the kingdom (Matt. 19:12, Luke 18:29), work for it (Col. 4:11), suffer for it (2Thess. 1:5), but they are not said to act upon the kingdom itself.  They can inherit it (Matt. 25:34; 1Cor. 6:9-10, 15:50), but they cannot bestow it upon others. 

Kingdom of Christ, God, Heaven by G. E. Ladd, Ev. Dict. p609

. .  God has already seized the initiative.  The traditional doctrine defining this truth is prevenience: God everywhere and always seizing the initiative.  He gets things going.
. . . we look at divine prevenience and discern how we can get in on it at the right time, in the right way.
What has God been doing here?  . . . What has God set in motion that I can get in on?
. . . I am coming in on something that has already been in process for a long time.
In running the church, I seize the initiative.  I take charge.  I take responsibility for motivation & recruitment, for showing the way, for getting things started.  If I don’t, things drift.  I am aware of the tendency to apathy, the human susceptibility to indolence, and I use my leadership position to counter it.  Taking charge of changing it with no time wasted, . . .What do we do?  How can we get things going again?    The Contemplative Pastor by Eugene Peterson   p60-61


